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1Editorial
The breadth of what it means to study sexuality in the context of media has changed significantly in recent years because of current technological, social, 
and cultural changes. The shift from one-to-many to many-to-many communica-
tion infrastructures has multiplied the institutional, technological, and symbolic 
dimensions that need to be taken into account when inquiring into sexualities and 
media, cultures and communications. The digitization of sexuality – which refers to 
changing attitudes, experiences, and practices to sexualities because of digital media 
– demands that scholars look beyond the well-established frameworks to study sex-
uality and media, expanding their methodological and theoretical perspectives in 
order to fully comprehend sexual life-worlds and the digital.
In this special issue we seek to advance the understanding of sexuality and 
diversity in the context of the materialities and politics of digital media. Including 
the role of algorithms, game technology and aesthetics, the politics of social media 
platforms (e.g. YouTube) and digital media literacies on pornography. The chapters 
included in this special issue, each in their own way, make theoretical, conceptual, 
and empirical contributions to the field of gender and diversity studies by exploring 
how techno-cultural aspects of digital media infrastructures are intertwined with 
sexualities.
The transformation of sexualities because of digital media is traditionally val-
ued in either positive or negative terms. Examples of distinctly positive claims 
are presumed increases in digital safe spaces where sexual minorities can interact 
(e.g., on queer dating apps), and ideas that digital media are providing new and 
more opportunities for voicing sexual difference (e.g., on sharing platforms such 
as YouTube). An example of a negative claim is that the internet increases “sexual 
risks”, particularly for children and young people. The contributions in this special 
issue move beyond anecdotal evidence, moral claims and conceptual binaries such 
as “risk” versus “opportunity”. Exposing the materialities and politics of digital 
media running underneath, through, and in the background of digital sexualities, 
the authors in this special issue expose complexities and emerging struggles that 
are inherent to the digitization of sexuality, seeking to answer the question what 
is changing and what is continuing in sexual life-worlds because of digital media.
Digital media have grown to such a scale they can be understood as infra-
structures for human connectivity and communication in society. Digital media 
infrastructures play a vital part in every dimension of people’s lives, intimacy and 
sexuality are by no means an exception. From building close human connections 
through mobile dating apps, to being tools for sexual pleasure and self-expression, 
to being technologies of control and surveillance, new sexual geographies are cre-
ated at an unseen scale because of digital media. Research into the sexual politics of 
digital media, therefore, needs to engage with the profound cosmopolitan contexts 
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of sexual diversity, reflexive intimacies, and the emerging role of human and sexual 
rights in the digital sphere.
If digital media infrastructures are important to people’s sexualities, there 
is a need to engage with the question of how and why they matter. How do the 
techno-cultural and socioeconomic aspects of digital media create flourishing and 
diverse sexual life-worlds? How are diverse sexual life-worlds protested, controlled, 
managed or strictly regulated by different affordances and platforms? How and why 
are some digital sexualities valued, while others are stigmatized?
The first article, written by Matteo Stocchetti, provides us with an engaging, 
theoretical reflection on the digital turn in sexual politics. In “Emancipation and 
Sexual Politics in the Digital Age: Indeterminacy and the Dialectics of the Real”, 
Stocchetti postulates an alternative approach to thinking about the way digital cul-
ture has co-constructed contemporary sexual politics. His essay aims to demonstrate 
how it is impossible to make generalized claims on the impact of digitization on 
sexual politics and, instead, stresses the importance of taking into account power 
dynamics as well as the way people give meaning to specific realities and practices. 
Even more, he uses the concept of indeterminacy to underscore the ever unsta-
ble meaning of subjects, practices and ideas. By conceptualizing three particular 
indeterminacies – i.e. moral indeterminacy, political indeterminacy and ideological 
indeterminacy – his contribution to the field of digital media studies is threefold: he 
questions the validity of formulating universal moral claims on sexuality and digital 
media; he underscores that digital media infrastructures are ambivalent by design; 
he argues that emancipation in sexual politics has been shaped by neoliberal ideology 
and, through digitization, has been equally treated as universal, dismissing the many 
realities and contexts people live in.
The second essay, “Subversive Ludic Performance: An Analysis of Gender and 
Sexuality Performance in Digital Games”, presents us with a more concrete case 
of sexualities in digital media culture. Kilian Biscop, Steven Malliet and Alexander 
Dhoest look at the performance of gender and sexuality in digital games and, par-
ticularly, how these games enable players to go against the heteronormative grain. 
Even though the authors acknowledge an increased awareness towards issues that 
relate to LGBTQ identities, they also found the persistence of representational prac-
tices of stereotyping. Further, in differentiating between directed and semi-directed 
games, the authors argue that the latter type of games allow players a bit more space 
to challenge, subvert or simply queer hegemonic gender scripts, without abandon-
ing the ability for players to easily conform to heteronormativity as well. In sum, the 
authors rightly underscore that the producers of these specific digital infrastructures 
as well as the players who engage with them both assume a pivotal role in creating 
a truly and diverse gaming culture.
The third article, entitled “Coming Out as Popular Media Practice: The Politics 
of Queer Youth Coming Out on YouTube”, draws on the popularity of coming out 
videos on the social media platform YouTube. In this article, Sander De Ridder and 
Frederik Dhaenens critically question how the emancipatory potential of a coming 
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out on YouTube is taken for granted. Demonstrating how the YouTube platform, but 
also broader popular media culture, shapes and regulates the meanings of coming 
out on YouTube, they show how media cultures authenticate value in the form of 
symbolic capital to coming out stories. This, so they argue, may silence the emotional 
investment of queer teens to produce coming out videos. Ultimately, they make the 
critical observation that such an emotional investment relies on sexual hierarchies, 
where popular media cultures attain an economic and symbolic value to queer’s 
youth defining moment of coming out.
In the fourth and final article of this special issue, “‘Why internet doesn’t nec-
essarily matter’: Constructing sexual citizenship through pornographic literacies”, 
Despina Chronaki draws on young people’s accounts of experiences with mediated 
sexual content. Questioning the moral panic that claims mediated sexual content 
is harmful for young people, Chronaki engages with how youths articulate sexual 
knowledge. This, she argues, transcends simplified binaries such as online vs. offline 
and risk vs. safety. Without over celebrating young people’s sexual agency, Chro-
naki makes a balanced and convincing argument for engaging with young people’s 
experiences of mediated sexual content without automatically problematizing them. 
She concludes this may contribute to the development of sets of porn literacies, pro-
viding us with better understanding of young people’s concerns as sexual citizens.
Last, the “What Are you reading” section features contributions by researchers 
who reflect on the way certain books or essays have shaped or informed their ongo-
ing research projects. Pilar Pinto reflects on King kong théorie (2006), an essay by 
Virginie Despentes that aims to challenge and rethink dominant tropes within the 
Spanish feminist movement, particularly those regarding rape, porn and prostitu-
tion. The essay allows Pinto to grasp how the provoking ideas by Despentes have 
been received by the Spanish feminist movement. Dounia Bourabain revisits Nir-
mal Puwar’s Space invaders: Race, gender and bodies out of place (2004), a work 
that examines the burden of representation minorities experience when they enter 
institutions that were predominantly inhabited by white men. The work is par-
ticularly helpful to Bourabain as it helps her reflect on the experiences of women in 
academia. Finally, Ali Atakay discusses Sara Ahmed’s Queer Phenomenology (2006), 
which explores sexual orientation from a phenomenological perspective. For Atakay, 
Ahmed’s work allows him to better understand the way people orient themselves 
towards other people in the space of queer dating apps.
Sander De Ridder and Frederik Dhaenens, guest editors
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